
T MT"'. n» r IJ
By MARY ALDEN H0PK.1NS ItlustrvUons fcy ELEANOR E. SANXAY

* Do nci throw away your old tomato
cans. You can use them for a thou¬

sand things"

J HENEVER a piece in a magazlne
begins, "Do not throw away your
old tomato cans; you can use them
for a thousand thing? " n ittei

assured.
['o make something into something els<

"or intended to bo after it is apparent-
5 used up.is ii. not a triuniph? Does it nol
ihow one greater than the original crcator of
the article, whose poor imagination saw but a

imited sphere for his production? This in-
tinct is, I have reason to believe, a national

characteristic. Perhaps it is universal, ever;

nic.
When the cooking fires were extinguished

on a thousand hoarths to be relighted in cook-
stoves, a thousand.or more. thft numeral is
symbolic.three-legged kettles were thrown
out of their jobs. Now, we may be carele??
if the disposition of six million men out of
jobs, but we took care of our kettles. Everj
.ne who has motored through districts seuic:

the fireplace era know:; h'>w we met that
We painted our kettles red and hunp

.¦3- Ii wn fr< ¦-. ri] ods to hold nas

irt lm vines. That nasturtium flame is re-

igiou !y tended every spring by generation
ft< 3 generation. The ketth p$ ss a glorious

ati old age.

fjt£ £ -r ^ ,;:' biggest joke in the world to-
k ay," said an American here recently,
~»- that while ihe parlcr Bolsheviki of

othei nations are busily preaching
.jnmiunism the people who invented it have

As a matter if fact Ru sia i r^ppec
Commur loing awai

svilh it is approaching its peak. The problem
putting Ru; sia back on its feet agai:: has so

'¦¦'-'-'¦ that from whatever angle one

roache: it .>;c gets a differei per pective.
o ivhai the

vatei mark of the rcs mmuni .3 will
"x, one's personal opini is thai will be

ched when rhe governmi n1 ti sng ehc .¦¦

'¦ ign ti ad( 11 sed
actual prevalence oJ Communism here

.; lew decrees are

published releasing fr rr state control the
nctioi ken over \-. the Soviets three years

ago. The fundamental thii
t-o private propertj has again been conceded
Mthough in theory the government remains
ht sole owner of all land, in practice i1 admit;
the claims of ihe pcasants that theii
actualiy belcr.g to th<. - * legal-
.ty of private ownership of other pro]
here is no question.
Last spring saw the ng of the capittv

lation of the Soviets e forces of
economic necessity. In passing, 01

t.he Soviet government at least had the acu-

nen to admit failure before utter collapse sot

in and to trim before the wind. It was at the
- r.gress of the All-Russian Soviet that the
new policy was thrashed out and finally de-
ided upon, and even yet there is a disposition

tn some governmental quarters to refer a little
ahamefacedly to the switch, although that ten-
dency seems to have been lessening even in the
month that I have been here.
Las; spring decrees restored the right ;f

private trading. Thick and fast during the
summer came others. For instanee, the gov¬
ernment abar.doned its efforts to provide state
.-atior.s for the population, other than for
Soviet employees and ior children. Tha
schemeg of state-supnlied clothing were stopped
find it was left to the people to buy their own

food and clothing, as they had done before the
revolution. The payrnent of fares on the rail¬
roads was reintroduced. Electric light, which
nad formerly been provided free in th« cities,
was charged for, as were water suppTies and
other municipal services.
The irreducibie minimum that the Soviet

government plans to retain under its own

.¦ontrol comprises the public utilities and the
textiie, oil, coal and metallurgical industries.
Even in these coneessions are to be granted
to foreigners. All other industries, as well
&s the whole fabric of retail trade, it is
planned to restore to private management.

Just at present there is a transitional stage.
J.CQ majority of tha large facioriee remains

Old broom handles usually form the tripod,
I>ut one genius made his ui guess. No,
you can't. Out of three ;."¦' scythe handles!
But I couldn't appreciafre that ingeniousness,
for as a family we were at that moment nego-
tiating the purchase of a snath at tlie cross-
roada store. The weeds were growing high
all over our summer place and shrieked for
cutting, but thc price 6i snaths had gone up
iuring the war and whenever wc gol together
the necessary money the storekeeper would
discourage our buying by telling us that they
weren't worth so much and if we waited the
price would surely come down. Meanwhile,
the weeds went vx\). And all the time three
good snaths were holding a red three-legged
kettle only twenty miles away!

Fishermen have disposed of well loved nnd
leaky doriea in the same manner. All aiong
the coast ono sees dorics drawn up on lawns
and filled with earth for flower beds. Some-
times the mast is left in to form with ropes a
vine trellis.

But if you had twenty-five old canal boats,
what would you do with them?

Palisades Interstate Park has shown us. No
longer need we throw away our cld canal
boats. We can use them.for a waterfront.
rhe embankment just below Alpine is made
of old canal boats filled with sand and dirt.
What a gloriou! old age, to be the bulwark oi
the river bank!

rhe domestic economy of Palisades Park in
re&pects is marvelous. What would you

have done with the stone out of the subway
itions? Stone piers and filling up swamp

land is the best 1 could have suggested. The
nassive Dyckman ferry roadway^ swinging up
Lhe mountaln side in heavy curves, is the an¬
swer. The lovely stretch of green at its base
is made of street sweepings.that fine dust
composed of worn-out shoe soles, buildings
;3inl everything else a city's made of. The old
forum in Rome was covered with ten feet

thi1-, but, Whiu- Wings sweep up our dust-
c f-ages daily and we make our dirt into parks.

The bathing beach above Fort Lee, lying
like a white crescent against the blue water.

made of the stone screenings from a rock
crusher further up thc Hudson. Do not throw
way your stone screenings, you can use then,

foi a bathing beach
The bathh< u: t; :lf ar tl all thc park build-
g; are made of stnuts killed by the blight

¦i number of years ago. The icehouses up at
Bear Mountain air built \ow and round and
squal ;3;t'! their tops are used for dancing pa-

ons. Can you beat that ? Turn yc ui
ou e roof into a dancing floor. Cool on thc

h.ottesl days.
In domestic life house furnishings offer ;.

idi range for ingenuity. When a guest says:
"What a charming something or other {hat
is!" one loves to reply casually: ''What! Why,
that is nothing but an ol6 something-else

DT TOC1\ tvl f

governmental ds, bul ti Mosco* [one
nincty permits iv; teh < pi rated

factories have been issued to date.
these are small establishments, most of them

oying twenty men or los The pro-
rietors, however, bavgain for their labor,

and materials in the open market, and
hey dispose oi their products as they scc fit
This transitional period givea rise tc some

contrasts. i-*or instance, while, accord-
M. Kameneff, it is quite legal now for

c-rprisi p< i*s< ti to ; pen a private
otel ii lo to 3 it as he sees fifc,

two h'i .. re hi lia' e b :cn i: ring o
i tpa en dves have f tund

¦'¦'¦ angli of red tape
*nf! have ai u illj h; the v. matter placed
before the Moscow Soviet for a decision This
is somewhat comparable tr. placing the aff; ii
before a state legislature. .. wish to

ni an apartment in an An erica c y]
If one wi shes send telegram hi

'¦*¦ i it jus t as h did in thc Id days. Whether
or not that telegram will ever reacb its desti-
nation is anotl r ikev ise,
va ts a newspaper he p; ;., cash foi ,t, but
he cannot buy a newspaper which is not gov-
ernmentally control d. iet officials insist,
however, tl u have no objection to an

independent pres , provid .. only that it does
not deplete the already shorl paper si

that it i- not subs ... itcrests
... ovf throw oi

rhe last condition, natura rathei el?.stic*
and, so far at I know, nobodj has cared to
test it in order to iind out what it really
means.

Municipal housing also remains undei gov¬
ernment control and the floor spnee a
to each person in Moscow is 225 square fec-t.
This also means that all hotel and pension ai
cornmodation is in the hands of the govern¬
ment, which, by the way, now charges rent
where it used to provide free housii g.
Of course. the actual commercial and indus¬

triai life of Russia to-day is a mere travesty
of what it once was, or of that of other great
nations. The rows of closed shops in Moscow
alone speak eloquently enough of that, and
almost as forcefully speak those shops which
have been reopened, in the majority of cases
with stocks reminiscent of nothing so much aa
the odds and ends which children "playlng
store" gather together. Nevertheless, by dint

r-.--'
Wh?n a guest says: ''What a charming something-or-other that is!" one loves

to reply casually: "Why, that is nothing bi:i an old something-elsef'
,ve made into lien the gucst sa?
"Aren't you clever! How did you ever thii 1;
if ii?"
Everybody knows, of course, that elks' honia

make a ha1 rack, 1; is lucky there is some

Lhing to do with them, for no one has tho
courage to throw them away, though I d> ri'1
know why. I do know one woman who dii
posed of a pair by leaving them in the base
ment exposed to theft. wonder hov
thief's wife felt when she saw them enmino

¦', '<¦'. "
" horns have a different use.

Do you know il .' "j hey can be used.and have
en used- to form the legs of a footstoo),

The top is covered with plush and the horns
are elegantly polished.

The hour;;- that contains a cowhorn foot-
tool probably contains also an umbrella

stand made a see ion of tilc piping oi of
stove piping. On the front piazza sita an as-

tonishly uncomfortable seat made of the head
and foot o.f a wooden bed. The original bed

'¦^..*%JF*\J!,'!fy *^ub, J%* MJ

.^«H!>» Tfe^* '^J- J^.
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QSoviet Government Is Now hooking the Other
Way When Capitalism Show?; Its Head, "Why
Shouldn't We Make Money?" Communists ask

By HAROLD E. SCARBOROUGH
« :ute trading ind argaining, some uf these

iaces are cl a million rubles (£10) or
more a day.

can on 1 thc tock; w ic ei
h( ar led, when whol :onfiscat ion beg; n
ha\e all ed, and then will ome
*he real demand t'oi thc di; olui n oi m

itovernittftiit monopr*! foreign trade. Ivai
I. anot it( h l.;3,vx ..¦-.¦ WeH that when h<
iias sold ff his o ars and his second-hanc
fur and :\\v ised soft hats, the meagre
trickles ¦¦.-.', ^npHes that come in

Ukraii will not suffico to keep
him going. vhen government agents ap-

itimate that there is a will-
nt ider allowing him to have the

ivhole pla and gi!t sign establishmcnr
vhich irded up on the Tver-

lich hanpons every day
ast be allowed to im-

...,.¦..,.

>'¦¦parin and
ncia t id mc that e:qjor!; and

be >:;-a:.ted in lhe neatt
future. Bu1 the reversion to salaries
and profits mean; that a whole new scale ,>r
taxation mu dr; wri up, ?o does this mean
that ;. :. of customs duties must

rrn :i those things are puz-
zling problems for men who are finding that
.3, many ways ii is a great deal harder to gov-
.i33 than to rebel against authority.
Then, there >s the whole question of finance

to be considered. In the outside world one re¬
marks in a general way that Bclshevik money
is of 330 value whatever. This is not quite
accurate. Although nobody (and least of all
the Soviet government) expects for a moment
that the huge floods of paper rubles which the
printing presses have been turning out these
four years will eVer he redeemable at a tithe
of their face value, it is a fact that for 60,000
to 100,000 rubles one can buy an American

dollar in Mos< :¦. .. and foi 285,000 to 315,000
ii pound sterling.

real that, should
' :d, and should any grea

:' lesi paper roubles be offered in
payrnent coj mdities, the prospective

.' simply laugh. So they have de-
econstitute a banking system!

'¦ " esque enough, as one writes,
'¦ ;" Bank of Russia is to have a

capitalization of three trillion paper roubles;
;n'- *'¦"> '< is to fulfill all the ordinary func-

bank. But the Bolsheviks are
going about rebuilding a civilization in

' rit as that in which theytore ,; ,; and they have called
fcors of the old Imperial Bank

and of the Russo-Asiatic Bank (such a3 Gina-
nev) ; and former Czarist

' (such as Koutlere and Pok-
ky),toadvi
h 3 bank is to attempt the stupendoua

Lack of defiating the Russian currency; but
its director; frankly admit that for several
years they do not expcci, to have their mone-
tary system on anything but a paper basis.
Realizing, however, that the present nomina'i
values of their notea are simply absurd, they
<>v<^ at once to issue a new tenor of paperrubles, on the basis of one new for 10,000 of
the present rn:

1 03 the present, inflation will undoubtediy
rease," one official with whom I

talked. "The gradual abolition of 'pyok'
in commodities) in government un-

dertakings necessitates the nrintlng of fresh
ruolcs, so that employees may be paid in
money. Wc hope, however, that the spur of
payrnent according to results produced will
stimulate energy on the workers' part, and so
produce a larger output. With the revenue
from this; with the rcstriction of imports and
the promotion of exports; and with whatevei*
profit accrues to the government from the

was always one of those knobby affairs that
are not old ermiu/h to be antique nor neyw

enough bo be modern. [f you have such .¦» one

make it into a settle and dismias it from youi
mind. Bul don't. ever sit on Lt,
Time was when every handy man about a

house made a barrel chair by sawing r>->* <

section of the staves and cording in a seat,
lf you don't understand how, never mind.
you are bettci off without the tempting in¬
formation. When I mentioned trns as *

method of saving what, qught to be thrown
nway the man who irj. handy about my house
protested.

"Those chairs were made for the sake of
the chairs/' he declared. "Not to save the
barrels."

Hal He's never sat in one. No human
frame could Bit in a barrel chair and continue
to regard it a*. a real 'hair. It is descended
from the Spanish Inquisition. ^ mill tone
never wears out. It lasts after the Rnal traces
of the mill timbors; and dam have gone. One
New Jersey miller brought hia huge stone
home, cut the tiny center hole into a large
circle and had.-a well curb!

Baby's first shoe is gilded and stuck up on

father's desk to hold pencils. A rusty flat-
iron has been known to he covered wi'h plush
and used as a door-open holder. Old razor

blades can be used for ripping and sharpening
and scraping paint cdY the bureau you bought
at the country auction on a chance there was

mahogany under the paint. Small tobacco
tin boxes can be *aved use as bait boxes.
though they accumulate faster than fishes
propagate. Tobacco bags.the size that
fits a sail'.C blo ickel by hanging out
tag.can be washed and used for button baga
in the mending ba

But what. would you do with a whale's jaw:
That is not' a rhetorical question. It is th«

problem faced by many a New Bedford house-
wife. Whaling men not infrequently brough
whales' jaws as souvenira from their voyage?
and they were a trifte lar^e to L'eep arcund
the house after the novelty wore off. You
don't know what a whale's jaw looks like? It
is about the size and shape of the wooden
spout which you set under the rain conductor.
if you have a house with a lawn.to keep the
water from gouging the turf. And that's th«
answer. New Bedford house owners set their
vvhale jaws to catching drinnings from the
eaves!
We have gone backward in one respect.

Warriors at one period used the skulls of their
enemies for drinking goblets. That economical
custom has fallen into disuse.
For a number of small article? that accom-

oany other articles into the house I have found
no use, but cannot bear to discard them. Take
the neat black spools on which typewriter rib-
bons come wound. Every ti; .e one nuts a new

eoncessions granted to foreigners, it shoul
be possible eventually to Iiquidate thi:; infla¬
tion, am! even in time to return ©ur currency
to a metallic basis."

Brave hopes, those; yet certainly sanei
than the visiona of Utopia which they have
replaced!
So the whole question of the rehabilitation

of Russia from a commercial standpoint re-
volves about these numerous factors, no one
of which has a clearly resolved future.
The dream of the Soviets, as of every Euro¬

pean nation, is that'foreign capital will be
afforded them in the shape of credits. The
Bolshevik leaders know, however, that, hav¬
ing dispelled that indefinable thing cailed
"oonfidence," they wil] be a long while in re-
storing it again, so they make their plea in the
shape of offering eoncessions to foreigners.

There is a good deal of mystery as to tha
exact status of these eoncessions, and reports
appear frequently in the European press to
the effect that huge deala have been putthrough. As a matter of fact. only one con-
cession has been actually signed. Et is with a
Swedish telegraph company, which is to con-
struct a line from some northern frontier
point to Petrograd; thence to Moscow and
thence to some point in Siberia to be decided
later. The supposed concession, which is Ex-
hibit A in the lexicon of propaganda.thativith a Swedish steel company to manufacture
ball bearings.has not yet been formally con-
cluded. Soviet officials also state that the
Vanderlip "eoncessions" are now null and
void, no action having been taken by theAmerican under the terms of the op tion givenhim, but th-y will not commit themselves con-
cerning any details of this matter.

There- are in Moscow at present representa¬tives of half a dozen nations seeking indus-
trial or trading eoncessions. There are a veryfew Americans, hoping to anticipate formal
diplonuiiic recogniuon by getting in on the
ground floor; there is the British trade mis-
S3on, there is an Italian trade mission and
there are German, Scandinavian and French
business men.

_

The fundamental point at issue betweenthem and the Soviet government is that theygenerally wish to take advahtage of the cheaplabor and materials which could be obtained in
Russia and to export their product, whether in
the shape of manufactured goods or raw ma¬
terials. Tlie Soviet, on the other hand, is dis-

''They fall on the floor; you step on
them and almost break your neck"

ribbon on the .

Such
good cart-w ee
3.0 ch
father hasn'l time.oi
last time 1 gave a
little boy up
iiira ot "'» t.-^

them.
Laum stud

the v

broached the
night. A
from the womei

"They fa '. r
You almost break y< neck,
"What can yoi m?"
"They are no good. Throv? them av -, wa

the men's unsymoa"
"Why don't tl

Felves?" I asked. "Wh:
chuck on the dump
our eik'^ hon-.s and
;aid upon us the respon- bilil y of t
thing useler-3 into Bomet
want, and why do we <tar

"If we only coooi fii d a use f
I wouldr.'t mind so much. r<
women. "Now, then
helmet! Only to-da;
sympathized with each other
She said:

" 'Youse got one dem tin hat
band he done brtng ot:-? home ".
him, and I do' know what i go. vi* il
E'ery time I t'rows :t in 3ie =

and lugs it back, I do' know *

-oikses is gwine to do bout dei

posed to insist that they dispc '

ucts within Russia,
The usual form cf conti

viets propos-^ 13 one ru .fit
\ears, with an option of govt.
at the "nd of that time. Pro «

sionaires demnrtd longer tern 3, a e
them have succeeded in getti
ment to agree to sevent
their contracts. Britii 1 interesl
asked for ninety-nine-year agreei
not yet obtained them.
The sueee^s cf the poli< y of m

pends on so many facors, and ;"

" "th 011 the good tt
men*:. that :t wou'd be ra;

predictions eoncerning ¦':. 1:
however, that there are n

portable goodfi, manufactured or raw

ing export, Tn* potentiai weakh of Russ
incalcu'able, and there =. y basis ta
predict that. huge fortune,. wil
in the next decade, but these f rtu
built from the ground up a-,

fundamental factors of labor and
And those factors ave at pres snt
a puziie,
How. for instance, wil] the wor

How, with the railroad; at !
efficiency, will m

secured; how will raw* materials be
and how will the product be tii-1.-
terms can be. made with the workn
taxes wil" one have to pay, an
rency will he be paid for 33 gc
competition will one meet?

These are a few of the hui r .

thav stai'e the prospective coi aire ia
the face. Those who are attempl
them now are the pioneer play-
ing for big stakes.

This much it is safe to say
policy of the Soviet government
whole, one of friendliness toward the intn>
duction of foreign enterniiso. *N0f Is
manifested in the matte of coi
al&o in the cTorts of the S ¦*-.

nical experts (especially German :o--'
to Russia and take charge of va staf
undertaking?.
One may believe, as some foreigners here 3fh

that the whole matter of the ch
policy is merely a nianeuvei to re
eapital in the country against the time whea
the1*"*" will bo another wholesale
Against this view one can only set the
of a conversation wh'^h I had with :> */o*ja8
organizer <£ the Cornl-:.3,:^«'- oarty.
'"How are the rank and file of tho CoWJO**1

nists taking this change of front?" I asked hi*^
"Aren't they incimed to feel a little &&
gruntled?"
"Th y were at first," he replied. "But "oTf

they seo peop]«> opening un sho and rtf
taurants and making more money iii a &*?
than they themselves do as government e«"
ph'.vtvs 33) a muntn, aud they .^ay to them¬
selves :

"'Well, why shouldn't we Cornmuiiists &*%L
wvm money, tooTH r


